204                           ASIATIC STUDIES                   CHAP. vn.
that one important reason why the English so rapidly conquered India was this, that the countries which fell into our hands had no nationalities, no long-seated ruling dynasties or ancient aristocracies, that they had, in fact, no solid or permanent organisation of the kind, but were politically treasure trove, and at the disposal of the first who, having found, could keep.   The best proof that in these   countries   the   English   destroyed   no   organised political institutions is the historical fact that in the countries which they annexed, none such had been left for them to  destroy.    On the other hand,  where   indigenous political institutions of long standing  do  still exist, it is the English who have   saved   them   from destruction; and this may best be illustrated by giving some description of the only considerable region of India in which such institutions still practically survive, having resisted for centuries the incessant attacks of Mahomedan invaders, and the crushing weight of the Moghal Empire. That these institutions did not at last topple over and disappear toward the end of that long storm of anarchy, which   swept the length and breadth  of India for   a hundred years after the death of the Emperor Aurungzeb in 1707, is mainly due to their protection at the last moment by the English, who may thus  claim at least the credit of having rescued the only ancient   political structures in Northern India which their predecessors had been unable to demolish.
The region to which we refer is that which is now called, in the administrative nomenclature of the Indian Empire, Eajputdna, and, by the natives of India BajastMn, or the country of the Chiefs, It is the region